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Why people mention the brightness of the sky and weather at the critical boundary of life and death: The
generative cycle of hypothesizing and analyzing data in qualitative research.

Abstract

The first purpose of this study was to examine why people mention the bright sky and/or fine weather at the critical
boundary of life and death of themselves and significant persons. Narratives at three stages of dying: 1) confronting
death, 2) the critical boundary (just before and after death), and 3) after death, were systematically analyzed to refine
preceding studies (Yamada, 2001a; Saijo 2002). As a result, the narratives at the critical boundary represented a
psychological spatial-temporal gap in daily life, and they were clearly different from narratives at the other two stages,
which included sensitive feelings for life in nature. The second purpose was to discuss the method of selection of
representative cases, and the methodology of generative succession of hypothesizing and analyzing data in qualitative
research.
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